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Far. the Right Honqurable : GS 


ROBERT 


Earl of Yarmouth, Lord Lieutenant of His 
Majefties County of Noxfalk. 


© 


RightHonourable, Kent 
: AIS notthe Excellence of the Diſcourſe 
/ but its Honeſt Deſign tbatemboldens 

| the Author to Prefix Tour Name 
zo it. The Death of Charles the Firſt ( of ever 
bleſſed memory) was too Cruel a Blow to theſe 
Nations not to be ſeriouſly Lamented. The 
Dofrines in thoſe days Preach d, and now Re- 
viuvd to encourage Schiſm, Faftion and Rebel- 
lion, too Helliſh not to be oppos'd by all who have 
any ſenſe of Chriſtianity, to Condole the one, and 
to ſtay the Progreſs of the other, this Sermon 
was Preacht : what its ſucceſs may be I know 
not, but if it ſerve to undecerve any who have 
LEY A 2 been 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


been ſeduced from their Duties to their Prince, 

or their Cburch-Governours, my good Intentions | 
will be highly recompenfed. Your Honour who - © 
is ſa Eminent. an Aſſertor of Majeſty, andthe Re- 

ligios of the Church of England as by Law 
Eſtabliſhed, has obliged your ſelf, in ſome meaſure, | 
to Prote& tbe meaneft- Perſon who. ſoncerely in- 
tends the ſame thing, Among whom [ bope Your 

Hotours Charity will place me, and on that Ac- 


: 


cornt favourably Patronige the mean. endeavour 


My Lord, 


Your Honours moſt obliged; 


moſt Humble and moſt 


Faithful Servant, 


[ Y ] : - 
ACTS xxix. Verf. 8. 


While he Anſwered for himſelf, neither againſt the Law 
of the Jews, neither againſt the Temple, nor yet againſt 

Cxiar, have I offended any thing at all.. 
T. Paul, after ſome years abſence, returning again 
into-his Native Countrey, found the malice of the 
Jews, who neither would ex-brace the Goſpel themſelves, 
nor. ſuffer the Gentiles 1o be partakers of it, ſtrong and 
attive-as poſlible to his Ruin : his turning his Back 
upon them in fo publick a manner, Acts xitl, 46. And 
his care to deliver to all Churches of the Gertites, the 
Decrees of the Council of Jeralalem, As xvi.z.had fill'd 
'emwith ſo inveterate prejudices agamft him, that altho' 
in Compliance with them, he himlelt ſubmitted at his 
return tothe Ceremonies .in the moſt ſolemn way, yet 
they ſurprize him in that very AGion, andinthe Temple - 
it ſelf with ſuch Clamour and Violence, that had not 
the chief Captain of the Roman Garriton, then in Feru-- 
falem, interpos'd and with his Soldiers over-aw'd 'em; 
they had ſoon difpatch'd their formidable Enemy: He, . 
the faithful ſervant of Alnighty. God, found wore 
fawvourand juſtice-ftromthe hands of Claudins Lyſias an 
inferior.Commander, from Covetons Felix, and tdo.Popu-- 
lar Feſtus, tho' ſtrangers to true Religion, than he - 
could from his own Countrey-men, Gods peculiar 
People, who boaſted themſelves of their Zeal-for.the- 
A.x. Name- 
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Name and Commands of the ſame Divinity he 
Preach'd, the. Ferro \prafecute Him with their viru- 
| lent and improbable ſlanders, and their deſperate and 
'blootly Aſſoezatione, while Heathens, perſons of a. very 
Moderate Vertue, gave him Prote&ion and Security. 
Nor could all St. Paul's ſacredEloquence, thediQates 
of the everlaſting Spirit, quell their Fanatich Rage 
nor his baffling their abſurd Accuſations, 4n -{pite of 
theirMercenary y Orator's Afﬀiſtance, allaytheir Malice ; 
tho' he conld prevail upon King Agrippa'iſo far as to 
-perſwade him alnoft tobe aChriſtiar, and upon F os 
the Roman Goverour to pronounce him:Innocent, and 
not to-have merited any reſtraint but for hzs Appeal 
to Ceſar, Als xxvi. 28.31, 32. 

Feſtusindeed gave the Jews all cheadvantage ima- 
ginable againſt St. Paul, had they had any proof of 
what they Accuſe him for: he invited theableſt of 'em 
to go down with him from Feruſalem to Ceſarea, 
where the Apoſtle was Priſoner, and there to Accule 
him if there were any Wickednels'in him, wer. 5. of 
this Chapter, he-makes-no long delays, but, after a 
Horttime, ſits in the judgment Seat, and commands 
Paultobe bronght-rothe face of his Aceulers ; who 
ſanding round about hm, ſrove-to render him as 
black as they could : they aid many and grievous 
Complaints againſt him, bur, alafs ! they were. clog'd 
withan unhappy ciremmſtanee, 'for- of allthe Crimes 
they mpeach'd'him; they-could-not prove-one,0.6,7. 
AndParlAnſwei Uriere Chargewith a+ more probable 
Plea 
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Ples for bimfell, That neither againfl the L2v of the 
Jews,. nor againſt the Temple, nor yet againſt Cxſav bud 
be offended any thing at all, thac is, That he had nei- 
ther tranſgreſſed thoſe ſethed Laws whereby the Gowern- 
ment of their Nation was regulated m temporal Affairs, 
nor had. be: flaghted, vilifted on made any, Schiſmin thein 
Religzon,. nor had he deſpiſed: or profaned: that magnifi- 
cent Temple,, built and dedicated among them ta the 
Worſhip ad Honour of the true: God; neither yet had 
he eatet'd into any Plots, Confederacies, or Affociations 
agamnfs the Perſonor Government of the Romatn En- 
perowr; their then Lawful and Undoubted Sovereign, 
ror veſafed. Obedience to bis Laws, wor Rebelled againſt 
bis. | 
This Apology which S. Pazimakes forhim{elf, ſeems 
little agreeable to the: Practice of thofe: bload-thirfty 
Samts, whote Barbarons Piety broke the Church of 
England: to pieces, profaneef all the Houſes of God in 
the Land; overtierned all Laws of God and Man ;. and: 
dip'd their crnel hands in the Sacred Blood of ther-Law- 
fut Prince, the Lords Anointed : ACrmae of fo-horrid 
a Complexion, as (tho too true ſome few'years fince ) 
was beyond alt the Idexs of Inpiety 19 the former, and: 
wil be almoſt tvo great to obtain Cred:t i all fature-- 
Ages. If bean Offender, if E have:really contracted * 
that Guilt which the Jews pretend only toprofecnte-- 
1n- me: with fo much zealand cagerneis, if I have-com--- 
mated any. thmg worthy of. Death ( and Sizs againſt- 
ft Laws, pure Religion, and Lawfully acquired Sowe- - 
: reonty-: 
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reignty are truly ſuch) if I have done any ſuch 
thing, ſays our great Apoſtle, I refuſe not to dye. 
Death is juſtly dueto ſuch Criminals; . and tho' 
haps Humane Juſtice may overſee ſome of the. foul. 
eſt .aQtions, Divine Vengeance is: guided by an All- 
ſceing Eye, and ſooner or later will give them their 
juſt Reward : So far was he from excufing, and much 
farther from glorying in ſuch curſed Attions. Nay, 
he was willing in his caſe to Appeal to the Juſtice of 
Ceſar, where the Murderer of bis Father would ſcarce 
have expected Pardon, from whoſe Preſence our 
great Patriots labour'd to fly as far as they could. 
From the Accuſation of the Fews, (which of what 
nature it was we may conjecture from the Speech of 
Tertullus ch. 24. and from St. Paul's Defence,) we 
may learn what are the Beginnings, what the En- 
creaſe, and what the End of Troubles and Diſorders 
in a Church or State. The Jews had a great Vene- 
ration for the Temple of God and thoſe Laws by which 
the Worſhip of God in that Temple were Regula- 
ted, thoſe Rites and Ceremonies which attended 
their Religious Conſtitutions, they juſtly condemn 
St. Paul, had he been guilty, of profaning their Tem- 
ple, preaching down their Ceremonies , and breakin 
thoſe Rules delivered to them by God himſelf: He an- 
ſwers for himſelf that againſt their Temple,againſt their 
Religion. he had committed no oftence. They accuſe 
Pike as a Peſtilent fellow, a mover of Sedition among 
all the _ throughout the world, ſo a breaker of their 
Country 
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Countrey Statutes; and their Politicks; having had the 
Sandtion of -Almiphty \Ged limfelf(for what Nation 
was there: ſo great, who had'God foiitigh unto them, 
and what ſo great that had Statutes and Judgments ſo 
Righteous, as that Law which Moſes in the Name 
of God ſet | before them, Devt. 4. 7, 8.) if it were 
true, they had reaſon for their Impeaching him, Im- 
punity giving the greateſt encouragemenbto FaCctious 
Spirits. He replyes that he had not offended againſt 
the Law of the Fews; His enemies taking the two 
former Articles for granted, make their Third a ne- 
ceſfary and: rational Inference from them, that he was 
an Enemy to-Ceſar, arid ſo whoſoever was a mover of 
Sedition or Diviſion among his SubjeFs muſt unavoid- 
ably be. But the Apoſtle by taking his Innocence 
In the former reſpets to be evident and granted, 
there: being no tolerable Proof offered to the Con- 
trary from thence (yet more juſtly ) concludes that 
neither againſt Ceſar had he offended any thing at 
all. The Fewiſh Acculation then amounts to this, 
Where Eccleſiaftical Injunfitons are broken, there the 
breach of Laws Temporal is a preſent ProteStion, and 
Rebellion againſt the Law-maker the Sovereign, ſup- 
poſed a more laſting ſecurity; and tis Politick Axiome 
they apply to the Prifoner. St. Parxl acknowledges 
the trnth of that Propoſition, but denies the Applica- 
tion, tho' they had aflerted what 'was-rrue in i {&lf; 
yet their Afertion could not reach him, tho' he in- 
{inuates at the ſame time that nothing but an — 
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ſal Innorence,, could: be'a fyfficient Defence againſt 
{ſuch ar etaſation); haying:ſach, a: Preſident as this, 
I ſhall endeavour. from hence: to evidence that indiſ- 
ſoluble Connexion there is between thele Crimes, which 
St..Paul fo induſtriouſly'in the Text and elſewhere 
Vindicates himſelf from, or that = Contemept:qn# breach 
of Laws Eccle ſraflical, introduces cenſequentially the 
. Contempt ang breach of Laws Temporal, andihat Rebel- 
lion againſt the Lawful Supreme Powers, which what 
(uccels 1t may {omctimes have, -this, days lad Solem- 
nity Ps informs us;z and - þ 
. 1. Let usduly, confi der the Treſpaſſes committed 
againſt the orders of a true Church, -thofe Canons and 
Rules. appointed: for. its: better Ge 20vernment, which 
Treipaſics ſoon break out into endleſs Setviſmes and 
Separations. 

That there is indeed ſomggſuch thing neceſſary as 
Eccleſraftical Polity for the Government of the whole 
Body. of Religious Profeſſors within ſuch or ſuch a 
diſtri, is acknowledg' d bythe expreſs Conſent or 
open Praflice of all Churches whatfoever; *and the 
end preſcrib'd to all Religion whether truce or falſe 
being the Honour of the Supreme Being, and the ſecu- 
ring '@ perfect aud, ſubſtantial Happineſs to Man, all 
Eccleſraſtical Conſtitutions, according to the various 
Capacities of Mens, underſtandings are adapted to 
that end, all concurring as much ,as poſlible with that 
Apoſtolical Canon, that all things ſhould be done to Edi- 
fying, 1 Cor. 14. 26. that is, that all Particulars or 

Circum- 
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Circumſtances whatſoever may. be. ſo contriv'd; all 
Laws ſo framed, as to confirm and ſtrengthen as well 
as inſtruct the Profeſſors of fuch.a Religion, in-thoſe 
principles which the firſt Advancers of that Religion 
endeavour: to inculcate ico their -Followers as moſt 
-. directly tending, according to their beſt apprehen- 
{10ns, to thole great ends beſos named. Thus _ 
ſoever God preſcrib'd in the Government of the 
daic Church, all thoſe Ceremonial Appendages of-i 1t 
aim d at this to make the Natural Fews or | thoſe 
Proſelyted to them, to have a due reſpe&t and Ho- 
nour to that Religion he had ſetled among them, to 
acknowledge the infinite wiſdom, goodneſs and ab- 
ſolute Dominion of God to and over them ; that fo 
they, ſenſible of the difference between God's wil- 
dom and their own, and of his favour to them in con- 
deſcending to be their Law-maker and Counſellor , 
might acquieſce in his Commands,and ſtudy to a& and 
live accordingly. In the ſame manner thar infamors 
Impoſtor Mahomet , contriving a motley Religion , 
ſuch a Hotchporch of Foolerics as beſt might ſuit to 
the: variable tempers of Men, tor the more ſure irra- 
dicating it into their minds, gave ſuch Laws to his 
deluded Diſciples; that a dos Obedience to them 
mult of neceſlity make their Errors. the- more inwve- 
terate, apd poſſeſs them with an zxwincible- Bicottry 
for that Religion by which alone they hoped to at- 
tain to their truly ridiculous Paradiſe. 

It we take a view of the Church of Rome and 

B 2 that 
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that adulterated Religion it: holds forth, we find its 


' Canons and Conſtitutions very numerous and al- 
ways encreaſing conſiderably with thoſe. new Super- 
ſittions myented and entertam'd by it. And as that 
Church lays a great deal of weight upon that firaw 
and finbble which they have raiſed upon the more 
excelient and ſolid foundation of the Goſpel, as it 

recommends all its Superftitious and Idolatrous "iy 
vations to its Members as the beſt and moſt ready 
means for the gaining everlaſting Salvation ; fo that 
prodigious heap of Ceremonics, with which i is DD 
vine Worſhip is encumbred, far more than ever the 
Femiſh Church was before, are employ'd to make 
their Nowelties the more valuable, and that large 
Body of the Canon Law there receiv'das the ſtandard 
of Eccleſiaſtical government, obliges all Perſons im that 
Communion te fuch a method of Practice, as cannot 
but agree with, and gradonally inſtill, ſuch Principles 
into their minds, as may make them exactly confor- 
mable to even the grofleft Errors which may be im- 
poled upon them, under the notion of afliſtances to 
Heaven. 

Let ns but confider the Caſe of thoſe great dt- 
ſturbers of the Peace of the Charch of England im the 
Days of Queen Elzgheth, when Fs. had picket 
what faults they could with the publick and Authen- 
tick Conſtitution of its Government , when they 
call'd aloud for greater Purity in Religions Ordinar- 
es, and a more thorough Reformation, to that end 

they 
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they were very active to contrive a form of Diſcs 
pline, which they call'd the Diſcipline of Feſus Chriſt, 
which all who were true Profeſſors were to ſubmit 
themſelves to: which Diſcipline was of ſuch a Nature, 
as that the deeper impreſſion it made upon the minds 
of Men, the more violent prejudices would it fill them 
with againſt the Orders of our Church as by Law 
eftabliſht, the more znflex;ble would it make them to 
all motions to quietne(s and ſubmiflion , the more 
cloſcly would ic knit and unite them in one ſociety, 
and all under the plauſible pretence of pleaſing God: 
and ſecuring their own Happineſs the better. 

And the wretched Swcceſjors of that unhappy 
anceſtry, in the times of our Jate Troubles, when 
they had by their treacherous praCtices Confounded 
all things Sacred and Civil, and had fetled. them- 
ſelves in the Supreme Power among us, for the 
ſupport and defence of them(elves were neceflitated to. 
make a Directory for the worſhip of God, and to 
endeavour the ſettlement of a Claſſucal Presbytery, 
for the due Execution of ſuch Laws as ſhould be 
neceſſary for the eſtabliſhment of their Confuſed 
Church ; and the Independents or Congregational Men 
where they bear the Sway, as in New England, are: 
forced to ſettle certam rules of government in their 
Churches, nay the Quakers themſelves are not with-- 
out {ome Methods of Policy m their Conwentiches. 
All theſe, agreeing as far as poſlible with thoſe fond: 
and Sceptical principles the feveral Factions have ſtu-- 

dicd. 
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died to advance ; andto do thus, in the ſenſe of all 
thoſe I have inſtanc'd in, is to do what tends in their 
feveral ways to Edification : and indeed * this courſe 
ſeems agreeable to Natural Prudence tho' we hadl no 
Divine Command for it. | 
This then being a Method fo univerſally agreed 
to, it ſeems very obvious, that a breach made upon 
it, muſt neceſſarily tend to the diſſolution of that So- 
ciety whereſocver it 15 admitted; and yer a nicety or 
tenderneſs of Conſcience, as it 1s abuſively called, is as 
ood a Plea for allowance of ſuch a breach in one 
Church or Religious Society, as in another. He 
who has '/craples againſt the Fewiſh Church-Laws, 
may have ſcruples too againſt Mahometiſm, againſt 
Popery, againſt Presbytery, Independency, nay, againſt 
all the Religion in the World, if a pretence to ſuch aten- 
derneſs and ſcrupuloſity be enough to looſe every Bond,and 
to break every Toak ; and it muſt needs procure Con- 
tempt to the beſt and pureſt Religion, if it be not 
thought worth the while to oblige men by all juſt 


-ways tO thoſe Laws whereby it is guided and eſta- 


blithed. When Se&s and Hereſies were permitted 
among the Jews notwithſtanding the Fundamen- 
tal Conſtitutions of their Church, the ſolid Doftrines 
of Truth delivered to them by the Divinely inſpired 
Prophets, dwindled away into nice and uſeleſs Spe- 
culations, obicure glofſesand uncertain and Heretical 
Traditions : Sincere Piety gave place to the tranſi- 


cory flaſhes of Hypocrilte, and Inteſtine Broils and 
Diviſions, 
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Diviſions, in the Heat of ' which God's Honour was 
forgotten, contributed largely to the utter ruine and - 
ſubverſion of their Nation ; which was indeed no 
wonder, Vengeance commonly taking place where 
Faith is baniſh'd; and ſo low was that grown among 
them, that a podr Proſelyted Centurion exprelt more. 
of Faith to our Saviour than he could find in Iſrael, 
Matth. 8. 10. And ſince the time that the Followers 
of Mahomet gave way to new Prophets and Expol1- 
tors.of the Originals of their Profetlion, theit zeal 
is extremely abated, and much of that debauchery. 
and- religion ,. which the very Alcoran forbad, has 
gotten ground and favour among them, and. the Pa- 
pacy has Joſt as much almoſt of its power and Inter- 
eſt in theſe parts of the World by the relaxation of its. 
Difcipline and Indulgence to Contradifiory DoEtries 
and Practices, as it has gain'd by all its Legendary. 
Miracles and new-fangled Arts and Scratagems, afliſ{t. 
cd with the extraordinary activity of its moſt zea- 
lous Agents and Emillaries. 

Thus Pwritaniſm in our Fqxg-fathers days, through: 
its ineffectual attempts to ſ{eftle the Holy Diſcipline, 
prepared the way to Browniſm and ſeparation ; a little 
looſening the Golden Reins of Government in the 
Church of England, gave entrance and encreale to, 
ſuper-Puritanical Presbytery ; and that, not being fſut- 
ficiently guarded by Direfories and Ordinances, in- 
troduced Independency, Quakeriſm, Familiſm, Liberti- 
iſm, and all the Sets and Hereſies, . and more than. 

EVcT : 
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ever the Chriſtian World had been acquainted with 
' before. 

| When Humane Politique firſt took place,and men 
united themſelves into regular Bodies, it was preſent- 
ly found that the wiſcft and moſt. rational Laws 
| could not reſtrain the extravagancies of the multi- 
| tude, unleſs ſome penalties were annexed and a 
| Power {ctled in ſome particular perſons to execute 
thoſe penalties upon offenders; the ſame was prov'd 
truein Religious affairs alſo; for though the ground 
and reaſon of all commanded or forbidden was ne- 
ver ſo plain and notorious, -yet Corrupt Man was 
ungovernable by pure Reaſon and wiſdom ; fo that 
ſome puniſhments were as neceſſary among Fccleſi- 
| aſtical as among Civil Criminals ; and this nece{[i- 
ty has always made a neceſſary Connexion between 

the Temporal and Spiritual Laws, that one might be 

Atliſtant to the other; that Religion might oblige men 

obedience to the Civil Powers, and Corporal puniſh- 

ments compel them to ſubmiſlton to the Church. Thus 

/ God himſelf in the Jewiſh Government joyns the 
Judge and the Prieſt together, Det. 17. $,---13. If 

there ariſe a matter too hard for thee in judgment, between 

blood and blood, between plea and _=_ being matters 

of Controverſy withis the gates, then thou 'ſhalt ariſe 
and get thee up into the place which the oy thy God 

ſhall chuſe, &» thou ſhalt come unto the Priefts the Le- 
vites and nnto the Fudge that ſhall be tn thoſe days, and 

enquire, and they ſhall ſhew thee the ſentence of judg- 


ment, 
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ment and the Man that will do preſumptuouſly and will 
not hearken unto the Prieſt, that ftandeth to miniſter 
there befor? the Lord thy God, or unto the Tudge, even 
that man ſhall dye and Sa ſhalt put away the evil 


from Ifrae!, and whcn the Law was compleated by 


Moſes, we are told that he wrote this Law and deli- 
vercd it unto the Prieſts, the Sons of Levi, which 
barc the Ars of the Covenant of the Lord, and to all 
the Elders, i.e. the Princes and Civil governors of 
Iſracl, Deut. 31.9. fo making the Pr reſts and the 
Princes joynt Commiſſioners in the encouraging no- 
ral vertue and dewotion, and 1n re pretling irregularity 
aud diſobedience, and chough the {cntence. of Excom- 
munication denounced only by the Paſtors and Go- 
vernours of the Church ke rcally the moſt dreadtul of 
all others, yet ſo much quicker generally is Man's 
ſcale of bodily than of ſpiritual pain or danger, that 
the Temporal Magiſtrate is trequently forced, for the 
keeping Men 1n the better aw, to make the Exceution 
of National Laws, the beſt evidh nce of the inconve- 
NIences attending of the Anathema's of the Church : ; 
thoſe who are willing cnough to quit for cver God's 
ſervice, being very loath to loſe the ſinalleſt temporal 
Rewenne or Privelege. 

This mutual Afiiſtance which Civil and Ecclettaſti- 
cal Laws give to: one another, has at all times been 
found of ſo good: cftect for the keeping Men in duc 


bounds of ſobriety and obcdicncc, that ſo ſoon as 


there were any Chriſtian Princes, they prelently {ct 
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the Seal of therr Authority to the Canons and Rules 
made by Church Governors for the uſe of Chriſti- 
ans : So the Imperial conſtitutions gave ſecurity to- 
Ecclefiaftical JuriſdiStion, that men might know there 
was a Ceoerſfive Authority inveſted in their {piritual Su- 
periors, and that ſuch a one, as from which there 
could Iye no advantageous appeal; and on the other 
Hand Church Cenſures gave a ſtrong confirmation to 
Inperial Sanciions, evidencing the Conſiſtency of 
Supreme Dominion and the power of Sword with the 
fundamentals of Chriſtianity, from which to the great 
atisfaction of temporal Princes, it muft notoriouſly 
appear that no Inſurretion, Conſpiracy, Rebellion, or 
the like, could be commenced for Confcience- ſake, 

but that Conſcience indeed under the Condudt of the 
Nivine Law, would oblige men to fidelity and fub- 
tGton to their Rulers, not only to the good and gentle 
vitt alſo tothe froward, pare” hence 1t 1s that tho' there 
be a power inherent in the Fathers of this Church of 
ours ard that deriv'd from Chriſt hmnſelt, by which 
they may Anathematize Sinners and ſuſpend unwWor= 
thy per ſons from Church Communion, Or admit Con-- 
vertstoit; yet their Government 1s made the more 
calie and ſucceſsful, by having the favour of our- 
National Statutes the Common Laws of the Realm; 
by which while they meddle only with ſuch things 
as are under their Cognifſance, they are protected 
from the malice and Revenge of Atheiftical and un- 
reaſonable men. 


Had 
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Had the Apoſtles been bleſt with the ſame Afli- 
ſtance, it is no doubt but the Goſpel might have made 
at leaſt more ſeeming Converts to it ; the power of 
working Miracles , the ſtriking of guilty perſons 
dead with a word, as in the caſe of Ananzias and Sap- 
phira, did deed | in ſome meaſure ſupply that want 
and yet even then, much more in the time of the 
next Succeſſors, whoſoever thought himſelf not ho- 
nour'd according to his merit, could make a defecti- 


on from the Church ard contrive and propagate 


Hereſies to ruine that Church, 1t poſſible, which had 
rejected them; of which Simen Magus was a remark- 
able inſtance, or if any were excommunicated for 
the fouleſt Crimes, they could but turn Heathens 
again, and 1n revenge ule their intereſt to raiſe a per» 


ſecution againſt or to blaſpheme Chriſtianity, and all 


this without any fear of being puniſh'd by the Ci- 
vil Magiſtrate. But tho' »1cz had then thoſe ways 
of evading puniſhment for the preſent, that ſubtilry 
was no alſeviation but an aggravation of their Sin : 
and though upon a Church-Cenſure denounc'd a- 
gainſt them, they flew in the tace of their Cenſurers 
in confidence of their impunity, thole firſt and Maſter- 
builders of the Church were not fo ftrighted from 
their duties, well knowing that thu' they eſcaped 
here, they would find the dreadful weight of a juſt- 
ly inflited Arathema hereafter. 

But from a tranſgrefſion of theſe Rules of Church 
Polity-innumerable Sins take their original, the pre- 
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cepts of Chriſtianity are ſevere and mortifying, and 
corrupt men are loath to be compell'd to take ſuch 
pains for Heaven, which makes them oppoſe and vi- 
lity ſuch SanGions with the utmoſt vigour, and re- | 
ſolve trequently never to ſubmic to them anleſ 1poit 

their own terms, which g1VCs ground for ſeparatio:r. 

So the bruitifh Gnoſticks of old, cavill'd at the mper- 
feftion and impunity of Church Diſcipline even in 
the Apoſiles time, and under prerence of greater 
Holine(s and knowledge, receded from the faithful 
Believers ; and what ſeminaries of filth and impicty 
their Convenrticles prov'd upon it, Church Hiſtory 
lufficiently informs us. Upon the ſame reaſons have 
all choſe Schiſms in the ſeveral Ages of the Church 
been made ; when the feveriry of Diſcipline pinch'd 
them, they have cried out for want of it, and under 
that pretext have made a ſhitt to hve without any at 
all. Nor can we in this preſent Age vpon the 
ſtrickeſt Fnquiry, tind more lovinels, falihovd, ſclf- 
Lanets, or uncharicableneſs among any people 
whartlocver, than among thole, who upon preterce 
of Conſcience, make fr. :Gnres 1n the Ciurch of 
God; NOT Can that pretence exrenuate the Sr of 
Sefarilion, unleſs one Sin, be the beſt Argument 
to excul2 another by, or an Error in Opinion the 
beſt plea tor an Ein in Practice; and the Doctrine 
and Diſcipline of our Church being borh built npon 
the foundation of the Prophets and Apoſtles, ies 
Chriſt himfelf being the chicf Corner-ſtone, 1t can 
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appear ſtrange to none, if they re{pe& one another, 
and concur to the building up and confirming men 
11 their moſt holy Faith ; nor can any wonder at 
our Churches cen{uring thoic perſons, who can no 
way prove any Divine Conmand evacuated by her 
Laws, nor ſhew any thing derogatory in its Confti- 
tution from the Honour of God, and rhat reverence 
due to his Sacred Word, nor God any impc ediment 
m its tendrics to that Spirit and Truth requir'd in the 
worſhip of God, and yet with an empty cry againſt 
it of Popery and Superſtition, ro which Ir of all other 
Churches is the moft irreconcileable Enemy, divide 
themlelves from its Communion, labour nighe and 
day to enlarge that diviſtoni, encourage obſtinacy i In 
that practice trom the Pulpit and from the Preſs by 
the blackeſt Calumnies the Devil can ſuggeſt againſt 
its Me;bers, Paſtors and Governours, as if it were 
of the eflence of true Proteſtant Religion, as well as 
that of the Feſnits, to lye ftoutly, that ſomewhat may: 
flick to their purpoſe. St. Paul's practice was nor: 
tuch, the Jewiſh worſhip and Doctrme was Corrupt-- 
ed indeed, and he endeavoured to reform them ac- 
cording to the appointment of the Saviour : bur he 
repreſents them not worſe than they were, by fii-- 
tious Stories, he ſow'd no divilions among them ; 
nay, We find not that among them he endeavour d 
to: perfwade any to reject the C eremonal Law of 
Moſes, though he would not admit of it among rhe 
Converted Gentiles ; nor againſt their Temple did he 


commit. 
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Contmit any offence whatfoever ; and if it be alledged 
that he preach'd againſt their Commands and in pri- 
vate, the Objeftion anſwers it felt ; they would not 
give way to Chriſts Do&rine, therefore Paul and the 
reſt of the Apoſtles muſt preach, or the World muſt 
ſtill have continued in Darkneſs: but we preach 
Chriſt and him Crucitied as well as the Obyectors, 
we hope to beſav'd by his Merits and Mediation as 
well as they, we forbid them not to ſpeak in the 
name of Chriſt when they are lawtully called to it; bur 
we forbid them to Preach up their own fancies and 
il|-grounded opinions, to fill mens heads with uſclels, 
idle and confounding ſcruples, to inſtil a Phariſaical 
pride and uncharitableneſs in the minds of weak, but 
well meaning Chriſtians; and here the Civil Power 
ſtrikes in with the Prohibition, and they incur the 
Pena]ties of the National Laws, who employ them- 
ſelves ſo: thoſe are to us, as the Rabbins ſay the Ma- 
forah is to the Moſaic Law, the Hedge and tence of 
our Church power ; which keep the wild Boars, the 
Wolves and Foxes from breaking in upon us, and ha 

Py ſure are we to whom God has given {uch Nurſing 
Fathers and Nurſing Mothers, who have that care to 
proted from growing and encroaching Enemies. But 
Hinc illz Lacryme, hence all thoſe tears, thoſe {ad 
complaints of perſecution, were but the Cherubins and 
flaming Sword the Government and Laws remov'd 
from the gates of our Paradiſe. How ſoon would 
our Enthuſraftick and Tender-Conſcienced Saints ruſh 
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into all places of Power and Profit, ſeize the Tree of 
Lite it ſelf, and once more ghut themſelves with the 
Blood of the Slain. But now, alas! the edge of that 
fatal Sword is turned upon them every way, the Gar- 
den of God is not to be rooted up by them ; other 
Arts therefore muſt be tryed, embroil the Stats and 
Church diſorders ſhall eſcape unpuniſhment; and this 
hint brings me to the next degree of wickednels, 
which the Apoſtle in the Text purges himſelt from, z.e. 
2. Fromany offence committed agamſt the Law 
of the Tews, thoſe Politics whereby their State was 
governed, the natural Conſequence of troubling and' 
dividing the Church; the Grofticks the Spawn of 
Simon Magus, were the firſt Hereticks that Broke 
the peace of the Church, and the firſt pretenders to 
Chriſtianity that appear FF in oppolition to the Cxſa- 
rear Laws, engaging even in Rebellions contrary to 
that Doctrine they profeſt to own. Nor did thoſe 
zealots: among the Jews who thought the reſt of 
their own Nation too impure for their Society, tranf-- 
oreſs leſs when they ſcent for the Edomites to afliſt 
them in ruining their Native Conntry and oppreſ- 
ſing thoſe who were better than themſelves, and how 
frequently the Edicts of Chriſtian Emperours were 
flighted by the Arrians, Eutychians, Donatiſts, and* 
other Hereticks and Schifmaticks, we may learn from 
the moſt Authentick writers of Church Hiſtory, and 
indeed this Crime feems mevitable where the former 
is admitted ; fince thoſe who- ſeparate from- others 
ON: 
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on account of purer adniniftrations, and ſo make a 
Schiſm im the Church, muſt of ncceflity hold meet- 
ings of their own Aſſociates, ro make a ſhow of Di- 
vine worſhip and fo break the EdiSs of the State. 
It is plain that Vrnzty in the Church and State, both 
carrying onthe ſame good de -ſigi,muſt necds be the moſt 
happy and deſirable thing in the World; bur it every 
one be permitted to act according to lis own appre- 
henſion 1n the one, it muſt unqueſtionably produce 
confuſion and have a fatal influence on the other. T hus 
it a man be permitted to {eparate from the Church 
of God, and to enjoy his own way quietly in that 
{tate of ſeparation, it he believe the end of Church 
Diſciphne and Laws gencrally to be the good of his 
Soul, lis better part, he may reaſonably conclude he 
may as well and upon as good grounds withdraw hns 
obedience from the Laws temporal, which only con- 
cern his Body, his meaner part, or his eſtate and For- 
tunes ; and this principle once entertain'd, what the 
Conſequences of irmay be, a very ordinary Capacity 
will ſoon diſcover. Sowe "uy it has been queſtioned by 
Anabaptiſts, Socinians, and others, whether it be 
lawtul for a Chriſtian to excerciſe the Authority of a 
Magiſtrate, or to a{jſume to himſelt; though cnabled 
by never ſo many humane Laws, the power of Life 
and Death ; now what trouble 1 Sectaries and 
Hereticks have given to the Churches of Chriſten- 
dom weall know: but may they not as juſtly que- 
ftion whether it be lawful for a Chriſtian to ſubmir 


ro 
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co any ſuch Authority as he concludes unlawful and 
an uſurpation ; and if they may not ſubmit to Laws, 
and if they may not be compell'd by puniſhments, 
extending to Life and Limb, to that ſubmiſſion, the 
Legiſlative power muſt be of ſmall value, it being a 
mere Scarc-crow at which none but Fools can 
tremble. 

I am ready as any Man to Believe, that were all 
men as ſincerely Religions as rhey ought to be, Laws 
without penalties or bare direciions from their Supe- 
riors, would be enough to govern them by : but the 
World 1s acquainted with no ſuch perfection, and 
therefore that burthen which men by Sins have 
brought upon themſelves, they muſt ſubmit to; and 
as ſelf-preſer vation will engage a man who has hw 
ral enemies to ſecure himſelf from their attempts by 
all means imaginable, the ſame reaſon obliges Princes 
and other Publick perſons, who are the conſtant ob- 
jets of Enwvions and Ambitions Spirits, to fortif' 
themſelves by the beſt Laws and thoſe by the beſt 
Alliances they can find out. Now tho' Heathen 
Princes, out of a diſtruſt of that Religion, with whole 
Principles they were utterly unacquainted , were 
afraid to expe& ſecurity from their own Chriſtian 
Subjects, and therefore rather choſe foreign Confede- 
racies and Leagues whereby they might be able to de- 


preſs thoſe whom they always ſuſpeSted (tho' un- 


juſtly ) ready for a Rebellion; Yet Chriſtian Princes 
have inſiſted on contrary Methods, and have endea- 


voured, 
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voured, by Unity and mutual Confidence in their 
Subjects, to {ecure themſelves againſt F Oreigners, for 
which end they have advanced wniformity in ſacred 
Worſhip as well knowing, that Nothing can create a 
more complete Love and Union among men than a 
cleſe agreexrent 1n the weightieſt actions of this lite : 
and this agreement at home once well ferled, a Con- 
tederacy abroad avainſt their own Subjects, it they be 
Chriſtians indeed, 15 altogether necdle(s. But this Oni- 


formity muſt be cſtabliſh/d-and im pos d by Law: for 


we find few Subjects {o fubmiſiive to their Rulcrs, as 
tor thcir bare dcfire to agree to any ſuch thing ; ood 
by this means 1t comes to pals that Church Unifor- 
mity cannot bc interrupted, but Civil Conſtitutions 
muſt be broken at the {ame time; that a Schifyr can- 
not .commerce in the Church, but it will produce a 


faStien m the State; every one concluding 1t their 


Intereſt to cry up thoſe of their own opinion, and 
they, if in power, making a retribution of encourage- 
ment and proteGion. While the Conſtituent Mem- 
bers of the Church and State are but Men -SubjeCt to 
miſtakes and Errors, it can be no hard matter, for 
malicivns Wits to find {cveral imperftccions in both. 

The moſt pious and wiſe among Church-Governours 
and State-Politicians may take wrong meaſures of 
things, and ordain fometimes {uch things, as, though 
Lawful, may upon tryal be found znconwenient, or 
though ther Ordinances may be proper for the pre- 
ſent TunGiure of Afﬀairs, yet they may be impratti- 
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cable afterwards : So the Canons of the Apoſtles Son- 
cerning abſtinence from things ſtrangled and from blood, 
though abſolutely neceſlary to prevent giving Scan- 
dal to the Believing Fews at that time, and though 
Dictated by the Holy Ghoſt, yet when the reaton of 
that Canon ceas'd, was foon antiquated and laid aſide 
by the Churches i in General : So we in this King- 
dom have had teveral Statutes made only upon pro- 
bation for a terin of years, which expired, as they 
were found profitable or otherwiſe, they were re- 
newed or repeal'd : now this argues an acknowledg- 
ment of imperfe&ion on both ſides, bur is no reaſon 
for the diſobedience of private perſons on either. Tt 
is the Apoſtles command, Heb. 13.17. Obey them that 
have the rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves, for they 
watch for your Souls, as they that muſt give Account, 
that they may do it with Foy and not with grief; and it 
15a command back'd with the fame authority, 1 Pet.2 
13,1415. Submit your ſelves toevery Ordinance of Man 
for the Lord's ſake, Whether it be to the King as Su- 
preme, or to Gowernours as thoſe that are ſent by him, 
for the puniſhment of evil doers, but for the praiſe of 
them that do well, for ſo is the wel of God, that with 
well doing we may put to ſilence the Janorince of foofiſh 
Men. Now thele commands being of the ſame Au- 
thority and force, being both abſolute and illimited, and 
reſpecting both our Temporal and Spiritual Governors, 
he that can diſpenſe with his reſpe& for one, may as 
warrantably abſolve himſelt from the obedience due 
D 2 to 
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to the other: norcanit be mnprudence in any Prince 
to believe with Conftantins the Father of Conſtantine 
the Great, that thoſe who are undutiful to their God, 
can never be faithful Subjects to their Sovereign. | 
The Author cf the Life of Julian the Apoſtate, has 
had the Impudence to tell the World, | hat the 
Chriſtians {uramitted to the Heathen Emperonrs of old, 
merely becauſe they were znable by reaſon of their 
{mall numbers to reſiſt, which contradiftsthe opinion 
of Tertullian, who even in perſecuting times aflures 
us, that the Chriſtians were fo numerous that a bare 
quitting the Roman territories had been revenge enough 
againſt their perſecutors ( In Apologet.) 'tis ſtrange he 
did not give them the ſame reaſon of Chriſt's yield: 
ing himſelf to that infamous Deathof the Croſs; but 
it happens unfortunately, that our bleſſed Saviour, 
the Captain of our Salvation, tells Peter, that he 
could pray to his Father, and he ſhould preſently give 
him more than twelve Legions of Angels, Matt. 26. 5 3. 
Aſliſtants cnough to baffle the utmoſt force of the 
Jews, and it ſeems as Croſs to his Afſertion, that 
St. Peter himſelf tells us, that, if we 'do well, if for 
Conſcience-ſake toward God we ſuffer though Wrong- 
fully, and. ſuffer patiertly,- not becauſe we cannot help 
it, this is acceptable with God, For even herennto were 
we called, becauſe Chriſt alſo, who did no ſm, neither was 
gale found i in his mouth; who when he was reviled, re- 
viled not again, when he ſuffered, threatned not; he ſuf 
fered for us, leaving us' an Example that we ſbould fol- 


low 
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low his ſteps. 1 Pet. it. 19, 23. And St. Paxl: com- 
mands Ewery Soul to be ſubjec+ to the higher Powers, 
not becauſe they were too weak to rebell, but becauſe 
thoſe that reſiſted, reſiſted the Ordinance of God, which 
no firength or multitude could juſtifie, and they that 
reſiſted ſhould receive to themſelves dannation, Rom. 
Xilt. 1. Now he who could think a Rebellion againſt 
a Lawful but perſecating Prince conſiſtent enough- 
wich Chriſtian Patience and Meekneſs, it there were 
but Force enough to carry it on, would never fcruple 
it his tender conſcience were diſturbed by Cananical 
Impoſitions, to revenge himſelf on that Government 
as ſoon as poſlible, which ſhould dare to Conntenance: 
the Impoſers, of which Truth: this. day has given us 
dreadtul inſtance. 

But ſince the Power of the Civil Magiſtrate, is the 
defence. of Church Government, and that the fame 
Civil Magiſtrate 1s obliged, by long fetled Laws and 
Statutes, to the proteQtion of 1t, the beſt means as: 
yet found out to help this.Grievance has been to ger 
thole Laws Repealed by which SeGaries and Schiſma-- 
ticks ſuffer. Now when we conſider that even the 
moſt Arbitrary Monarchs. have*their Counfellors, of: 
whole Advice they make uſe in all difficulties, 
and by whole Advice the ſtanding Laws are fram'd, 
and. that the ſame Power which ExaGs Laws 1s re-- 


quired for their Repeal; the deſign of diſcontented per-- 


ſens 1s, to procure the advancement of men like-min-- 


ded with themſelves to the Cabinet Connſels of Princes, 
that- 
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that ſo, by their Aſſiſtance, they may procure the 
diſanutling or ar leaſt. the ſufpenfion of Pirching Sta- 
tutes, Or if, as in this Nation, the Prince calls toge- 
ther the Repreſentatives of his People, choſen by their 
own Suffrages, to conſult de ardnis regni negotiis, 
about the moſt weighty Aﬀeairs of the Kingdom, by 
whole Authority, enlivened by the acceſſion of the 
Royal Conſent, Acts are compoſed and made publick, 
whereby ſuch or inch a party ot men are.reſtrain'd 
irom that Liberty they imagine themſelves born to, 
it is the employment of the ſame Malecontents, by 
fair and plauſible pretences, and fometimes unjuſtiſ;- 
able ſubtilties, to make the Votes of the populace 
concur with their own delires in the Election of ſuch 
perſons for the great Conncil of the Nation, who have 
nothing leſs thaw the Good of the Nation in their 
choughts, who only ſerve the Intereſt 'of that Party 
who choſe them, by reſtleſs endeavours to enervate 
eftabliſht Laws, or wholly to lay them alide : of this 
the Late Innes give us too plain Fxamples. 

The Puritans as they were then ſtiled, that bxſre 
and indeſatigable Party, while they were bur few m 
number, and 1o nor likely to prevail in a publick 
Choice,. eadeavour'd by their Agmonitions and Ad- 
vices to the Members of Parliament as alr eady cholen, 
to allure; or to. affrighe theminto an Agreement with 
thar, Holy Diſcipline. they then labour'd Night and 
Day to ſet up : but when they found thoſe worthy 
Paty 4atF, more” Prudent, and” Reſolute than to take any 
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notice of therr Flatteries or of therr Threats; that their 
Paper pellets could make no impreſſ:on on them, they 
ſtrait purſued another Method ; they tryed all ways 
poſlible to curry favour with Merz capable of ſerving 
in that Great Senate, they courted the good opunon 
of the Mrultitude by exclaiming againſt the Vices of 
the Age, eſpecially againſt th ale of the Court, and of 
the beſ aſſeEica to the Eftablifh'd Gourrandi by de- 
claiming loudly againſt the Exceſſes committed under 
the Protediivn of E piſcopal Government , by profefling 
the greateſt averlation poſſible to the Uſurpations, 
the Superſtitions and Idolatrous Docirins and PreGices 
of the Church of Rome, the Commonalty apprehen- 
ding nothing more Terrible than that Bloody Inqui- 
ſition neceſtarily ( as they ſuppoſed ) admitted with 
the Romiſh Religion, they ript up all the Immoralities 
of the Conformable Clergy, acd added their own Fables 
to the Tale, ſhewing themſelves in the mean time 
very pr eciſe and demmre in publick. By theſe and 
other Artifices their Strength encreaſed, ſeveral openly 
owning them, and great numbers encouraging and 
favouring them Srivetely : Nay many gery ſober and 
conformable perſons were ſo far deceived by a gay 
outſide, as to conclude it impoſſible tor men of. ſo 
much ſeeming Innocence and Holineſs to carry on any 
I Deſigns, on which account not giving them {ſo 
vigorous an oppoſition at firſt as was needful, they eaſily 
gaind and made ſo conſiderable a Party in the Great 
Conncil of the Land, as firſt was able togive — to 
ory 
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their Prince, afterwards to embroyl him in ſeveral 


Wars, and at laſt to deny him all Supplies for the 
carrying thoſe Wars on, unleſs at the Price of break- 


ing his Coronation Oath, quitting the ProteSion of the 
True Church of God, reverſing thoſe. Laws which under 
God ſecured the Crown on his own Head, Dethroning 
himſelf, and putting the Reins of Gomininnt into the 
hands of a few Arbitrary and Domineering Demagognes. 
And this is the ſhort and true Scheme of thoſe Helliſh 
Politicks by which Three Kingdoms were almoſt 
brought to Deſolation. * 

And who can wonder at that diſmal event of 


things ? from thoſe who enter unto courſes of Separa- 


tion out of Spleen or Revenge, every one knows what 
is to be cxpzGed; and as for thoſe who follow them 
trom morives which they imagine to proceed from 
Conſcience; their Zeal is commonly ſo hot and fwuriors, 
that being Confident of the Diwine Obligation and 
nature of thoſe Rules they walk by, and of the deſpe- 
rate and dammable Errors which thoſe who agrce not 
with them in all things. run themſelves into, they 
conclude the gtter Extirpation of all fuch to be the 
doing the work of the Lord heartily : they think no 
means too violent to propagate their Opinions, nor 
that any kind of Crue/ty which compells men whe- 
ther they will or not to go to Heaven. If ſuch'i Imagin 
the Eſtabliſhed Church to be that Babylon fo much 
condemn'd in Scripture, 'twill'not be enough for then: 
the -_—_ of God, ro come out of her, but the Daughter 
of 
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of Babylon being deſtined ro deftruſtion, Happy ſbal! 
he be that takes and daſhes her little ones ia the 
ftones; according to the Pſalmiſts expreſſion, P/. 113 7. 
8, 9. 'Nay what can it be accounted but the moſt 
compleat Charity for me, when I am {ure I am in the 
way to Happineſs my ſelf, to do the utmoſt to bring 
all others into the ſame Bliſsful Condition ? 

About-600 Tears after the building of Roxre, fome 
tell us that the Inftitutes of Numa Pompilius, the 
ſecond King of Rome were found, which being in- 
{pected by the ye appointed for ſuch pur- 
poſes, and found to contain a far different Scheme of 
Religion from what was then uſed among the Ro- 
- mans, the Senate ordered them to be burnr+( Laan. 
l. 1.c. 22.) ſo fearful were thar People of Creating 
general diſorders by permitting Irnowations in the Sa- 
cred Rites. But that Religion they fo carefully de- 
tended being falſe and Idolatrous, How much more 
reaſon have Chriſtian Princes and Governors to ſecure 
theirs, which is founded upon the e Infall;ble word of 
God, from the encroaching Impertinencies of froward 
S chif naticks; that Law which forbids Conventicles of 
Separatiſts, is grounded upon that reaſon that inthoſt 
Meetings Seditions and Treaſons had frequently been, 
and at-any tnne might be contriv'd; the reaſon ts 
good and true, and in YVerner's Caſe was prov'd, and 
where Men can have the confidence to break the 
S tatuto by meeting in #l.rwfal Aſſemblies, 'tis mere 
Cavilling to queſtion whether they conld not with as 

E ' good 
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go0d a Conſcience make Good the reaſon of it. Some 
from Scotland in the Days of Queen Elzabeth, en- 
deavour'd to commend' the new-fangled Reforma- 
tion; as uo Enemy to Government ; and yet even in 
that very diſcourſe Pen'd for the purpoſe, They 
charge the Judges and Lawyers, a Company of Godleſ 
Men, as they call'them, with having made it a Com- 
mon and long praGtice, to make of the Statutes ordain'd 


for the maintenance of Religion and Common quietneſs, 


a Pit wherein to catch the peaceable of the Lord, ( See 
Bancroft's Engliſh Scottizing, p. 54.) and this when 
they ated juſtly according to Law and the true mean- 
ing of it, by which words they plainly expreſs their 
hatred to.the common Laws, which yer they own at 
the ſame time to be the bonds of peace and quietneſs. 
But Authority ſleeps not all this while, the Sword 3s 
often and juſily drawn to quell thele dividing and ſec- 
ditions Spirits. Kings cannot ſee Religzon ruin'd 
and their Laws m—_— upon without a dcep reſent- 
ment; which the moſt faGizoxs perſons are very len- 
{ible of, but that CB deration 1s ſo far from quieting 
their turbulent Humours, that it rather drives them 
on to more deſperate and impious aftions. I they 
may not ſeparate from the Church without diſtar- 
bance, nor break the Laws of the Nation without pu- 
ziſhment, the next Blow ſhall be at the Lawgivers 
Head, the very foundations of the. Government ſball 
Le overturn'd, and that by the | 
3d. Thing St. Paul clears himſelf in the Text 


from, 
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from, wiz. by treachery and Rebellion, by flying inthe 
face of. Celar hamſelf, the beſt ſecurity. a Dilinquent in 
the former reſpeSis-pretends to. ' It was 'doubtleſs a 
very-happy time, m the opinion of fuch, among the - 
tfraelites, when there was no King in Iſrael, but every 
man did that which was right in his owneyes, Judg.2 tr. 
25. and yet ſome, and upon very good grounds, have 
imagined that that very circumſtance, the want of 
King or Supreme Gowvernour, was the cauſe of ſuch 
deeds, as never had been ſeen, from the day that the 
Children of Iſrael came up out of Ezypt, to that time, 
Judg. 19.30. and had almoſt procured the utter exci- 
fron of one of their Tribes, ch. 21.3. But this is not 
always a ſecurity ſufficient for a Malefa&or. Cain, 
when he had »mrdered his Brother, fear'd no Supe- 
riors animadverting upon him ; and yet that guilt 
which lay upon his mind told him, that every oze 
that found him ſhould ſlay him, and when the Fews by 
ſlighting their own Religion and by breaking God's 
Laws, had provok'd him to bring the Chaldean army 
to ſcourge them, they hoping that the Egyptian 
power would {ecure them, the Chaldeans having al- 
ready rais'd their ſzege that was laid - againſt. Fernſa= 
lem, the Prophet Feremiah aflures them, That though 
they ball ſmitten the whole army of the Chaldeans, ſo 
that there ſhould remain none but wounded men amo 
them, even thoſe wounded men ſhould riſe: up every one 
in bis Tent. and burn Feruſalem with fire, Jer. 37. 10. 
trom both which inſtances it appears that even where 
E 2 there 
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there are'no bigber powers to. call Men .to an Ac- 


count.: for-Crunes, their :very equals, or it- may be 

their Infetiors will be theit paneſbers. 

- But though this be indeed true, [yet the way of 
oppoling the bigher powers in a covert .or open 

maniier; by Treachery or Rebellion, is the beft help 

guilty perſons can find out. By fo doing they ftand 

upon their guard, and challenge Fuſtice if it dare to 
attacque them. But that is not enough, {ſuch men as 

have entlaw'd themſiclves by their diſobedience, are too 
diſtruftful to keep themſelves only in a defenſrve po- 
fiure; a ſingle perſen ſeldom is a Rebel; it there be 
Confederates, there muft be ſome rule of maintam-- 
mg that.Confederacy; and thole who have tranſgre(- 
ted jnſÞ and” juftly inrpoſed Laws, may as readily, upon 

2 fair opportunity offer'd, break thoſe unjuſt articles, 

by which Conſpiractes are holden together. So Sheba 

the Son of Bichrz, the Ring-Leader of the Rebellion 
againſt Dawig, had his Headthrown over the Walls 

of Abel by his own party, when that Sacrifice mighr 

divert a ſtorm from their Heads. Therefore fuch 
perlons are generally the Aggrefſors in a Civil 
War, hoping by a&ivity and: 2 full employment, to 
engage all. their Party fo far in the diſpleaſure of their. 
Superiors, that mere diſpair of Pardon ſhalkmaKe them 
faithful and reſolute in their perfidions nndertakings. 
To this purpoſe'it was ſabtilly enongh advis'd by A- 
ehitophel m the Rebellion of - Abſalow, That Abſaloye 
theuld go. zz to. bis Fathers Concabines, one of the © 
fouleſt. 
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fouſeſt aGzons- be [could poſiibly-be prilty.-of 77 the 
reaſon of :whichibergives,c alliifret} ſhell > bear: that 
theut art abbor dof thy Farber, then foal the” bands: of 
all-that \ are:-with thee be: .roerg;'2 Barn: 'v6:\2x:;\for 
wheb:the:;PReaple had :ance {cen; fhſb/onrs geſohition 
by Tb4t. Aurerdenable. Villany, arid ade themfclves 
his Accomplices by beg Spectators and Approvers of 
it, tt was notiqueſtioned but that they: would «rather 
dye waliantly fighting. in the detence'of (their Leader; 
chan: fubmit tothe baxbarons uſage of. a. common: Ext-- 
entioner. » Now 'a concurrence im witkednefs being 
the only bord mm, fuch- afſociations, it proves fuffict-- 
ently the wickedneſs of that.end aim'd at by them. . 
But if the hopes off impunity: beſo great an. iycea-- 
tive to an/opert Rebellion: ir: Common! teeporaxy wa-- 
fes, what ſhall' we nmagme of | hack: perfons, who. 
when they rebel: think they do: God'pood: ſerviee, 
who. think they have anexcraordinary calt from-Hea-- 
ven to bind their Kings in chains and their: Nobles in 
links of Tron, that ſo. the Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt 
may be advanced in this World'? Other: Malefattore 
own the Execufiort of Laws, but the Execution of Ju-- 
ſticez, and/didi they. notreachithrio:lives;wwoukt El | 
ſibly endeavour to appeaſe their incenſed Governors, 
by a quick ſubmiſſion and proviiſes of amendment: but 
theſe at upon [other |prmeiples, 'they:telf as of 'the 
Phanatick, fuggeftions of © melanchokie. Daemon w»#hin- 
thent,which they Nick-name- Confſcrence, which affures- 
them PT are then is the mot excellent way, _ 
they 
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they; tocadlin Comrary.pathstoall theiPowens of this 
wink, rahethen Clu or: Heathen ithar !all ithefe 


Labs wheteby. their defigys: areeroft'arewicked"a1d 


Antichriſtian;-whoſoever\ was the Author: of thern ; 
_ Chriſtian/\Princes 3 are bound: to. favour and-en- 
ge: thei; in! ſetting Feſus the: everlaſting King 
—_ wore. holy bill of Sion, though they be'never ſo 
mich: diflatiofied in the Methods purſugd- to that pur- 
pole; 'that: by: perſecuting and rebelling againſt Prin- 
ces;\mbo impede ithem in their attempts, and forcing 
them! to-:lay. their Crowns at the footſtool of Chriſts 
throne, _ acquire the Crown of Martyrdom to them- 
ſelves, if they fail, and of Saints Triumphant "if they 
accompliſh their Intentions. +While this Frenzy and 
theſe —— 6 Oe ary the heads and minds of 
men, all therr undertakings muſt conſequently be 
piolent, in extremity: 'tis hard to make them liſten 
to the words of truth and foberueſs, the zeal of God's 
houſe edtsiup their: very Intellefinals, and makes 
them like. inſenſuble Machines, move either by _— 
tz0n of not atall. 
*Of.chis.Huntour.the'Scribes and Phariſees in our 


Sexyalr' $timefatr tochave-been ;/ their. Religion al- 
together ,vaitr aud ſuperſtitious, yet they ſo perlwaded 
of its perfection, and lo bewitch'd into an zrordinate- 
Love of it, that their Saviour the-everlaſting Jeſus, 


wha. came. t0 redify: their. miſapprehenſtons, fo: tur 


the. Hearts of the diſobedient to the wiſdom of the Juſt ; 
was lor d upon hut as an inconſiderable Fellow, a mere 


cheat 
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ebeat, ang.-Juipoſter.?, tht y luilt {o-mpgh, upon, mfeu- 
terpreted. Prophecies-and the Infallthiltyof. their own 
Judgments, that though-their Forces were weak,, their 
Intereſt. contemyptible-aud their Caſe, deſperate, they ven- 
Us yr provoke the Roman power, till they had.in- 

eed made good their own Imprecation, and brought 
the Imocent blood of the Son of God upon themfelves 
and upon their Children. .'Tis this Conceit of- them- 
ſelves, ' which makes the Turks to this,day., expoſe 
their Lives ſo prodigally to the Chriſtian Swords, not 
doubting either of Conqueſt, or it they dye, but that 
they.ſhall be, with open Arms, receiv d by their great 
Prophet Mahomet into the joys of his ſenſual. Para- 
diſe : 'Tis this opinion which gives the Teſuited Pro- 
ſelytes of the Church of Rome courage enough to tra» 
verſe unknown Countries by Sea and. Land; as the 
Phariſees of old, te make one, Profelyte, though they: 
have little reaſon to. hope for Life* among thoſe bar- 
barons ſtrangers ; and the ſame makesrhem fo ready ta 
contriveand to-engage in Treaſons, Inſurreions and 
Aſſaſſenations, hoping that by ſuch adventures they 
ſhould either enlarge the, bounds of their IKdolatrous 
Religion, or exalt themſelves beyond the dariger of a 
terrible Purgatory :. and: thoſe who remember the or-- 
dinary applications, of Curſe ye Meroz,, 8c. m former. 
times, or have taken notice of My. Baxter's Calender: 
of Saints in the firſt Editions of his Saints everlaſting 
Reft, may have reaſon to believe, that ſome in ozr. 
own Nation have been intoxicated. with the ſame dar 


aable. 
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nable opinions, by which they have been airry'd onto 
folly and wickedneſs beyond expreſſion or conception. 
Tinever yet heard an Inſtance of the govd- ſextle 
ment of Religion bythe Sword, nor cat Thelfeve'anats 
canpt to that purpoſe. conſiſtent with the Spirit of 
Chriſtianity ; ; Nor do the Rnng-leaders of Hereſy or 
Schiſm beheve any ſuch thing themſelves. Ambition 
ard Pride are the Beginners of they, ' though ſome- 
times very' Sober and' mortified Men may be deluded 
fo far as rocarry them on ; Had Valentinus or Marci- 
on been made Biſhops 'tis poſſible they had never been 
Hereticks, but when their expeQations of that kind 
fail'd, as Fulins Ceſar thought it more honourable to be 
the firſt Man in a little V Hlage, than to be the ſecond 
in Rome, ſo they thought it better to be the Heads 
of a miferable: Party of ſeduced Wretches, than to 
manage an znferiour office in the Church of God: 
Hence they bad defiance to the truths of the Gol- 
pel, making good thereby the affertion of St. James 
4.1. that Wars and fightings, Hereſtes and diſſentions. 
ariſe from mens lufts that war in their Members. Now 


the Leaders, though they regard not the DiGates of 


Conſcience, or a not according to their knowledge, 
they ſtrive by falſe notions of Conſcience wſttl'd into 
the minds of others, to make them believe they ac? 


fo, even when they run into the greateſt Errors in 
Religion, and the greateſt dangers in their worldly 
concerns : but how eafte is the work from this falſe 
grouue laid, -t0 make even wiſe Men mad? What, is 

aot 
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not life and liberty dear to us, will we not run the 
extremeſt hazards for their prefervation, are not our 
temporary priveleges of the higheſt value, and will we 
not keep them at the expence of our eſtates? is not 
our Conntry the object of our moſt paſſionate Love, 
and will not-we expoſe our Lives themſelves for its 
defence? but what are our Priveleges, our Lives, our 
Liberties, or our Countrey to our Rel:giop ; our Pri- 
weleges may be loſt and we yet thrive and proſper; 
our Liberties may be retrench'd and we yet have di- 
verſion 1n a Priſon ; our Conntrey may be Conquer'd 
and yet our Concerns ſecured ; our Livesloft, and yet 
eternal Happinels gain'd ; but when dur Religion goes, 
Proſperity here, and the hopes of Happineſs hereafter are 
for ever loſt. ' Tis true, Religion 1s indeed of greater 
worth than any thing we can enjoy here below, but 
muſt we therefore do evil that good may come of it 
muſt we forfeit oze part of our Relzgion for the main- 
taining the other, advance the ſervice of God by rebel- 
ling againſt his Subſtitutes ? God forbid ! 'tis a part 
of our Religion that we ſhould Believe in God and 
ſerve him through Feſus Chrift onr Lord ; and rather 
than quit this belief. we ſhould ſuffer the Gibber, 
Ax, Wheel or Rack, or whatſoever inventive Malice 
can miake uſe of ro'our Terror; but it is withal a 
part of our ' Religion, to be ſnbje& tothe higher Pow- 
ers, not only for wrath. but for Conſcience- -ſake, and ra- 
ther to bear the Effects of all thoſe ſuſpitions TFealons 
heads can entertain of their' deſigns azainſt -our Pro- 


F feſſron, 
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feſſron, than to lift up rebellious Swords againſt the 


Gods of the Earth our Lawful Superiors. 
It is generally ſuppoſed that Princes. and Governors 
have a ſevere eye upon all Innovators, and that the 
cannot contented[y. endure thoſe who are of a differ- 
ent Religion from themſelves, but that one time or 
other they will revenge that attront, pur upon them 
by diſſenters. This ſuppoſition is laid hold on by 
Hl men, Enemies to the Church and State ; for firſt 
they ſtudy to draw others off, under a pretence of 
{ome great deficiency, from the publick National Pro: 
feſſron;, then they encourage to a perſeverance in their 
ſeparation ;, then perſwade them they have by ſo do- 
ing exaſperated the Civil Magiſtxate beyond hopes. of 
reconciltation ; and laſt, to add Sin to- Sin, teach 
them to 11e againſt their Lords, and to extort that 
liberty of Conſcience they cry out for, from their Su- 
periors by force-of Arms., and. whereas well meaning 
perſons may poſlibly ſcruple to litt. up their Hands 
againſt the Lords Anointed, Knox, and Buchanan 
and others of that Leven, have given out a relaxing 
Do&rine, That Princes for juſt cauſes may be depoſed. 
That the People have the ſame power over the King, 
the higheſt Gowernour, that the King hath over any one 
Man. That the Commons of any Kingdom may law- 
fully require of their King to have true Preachers, of 
which the ſame Commons muſt. be the ultimate-Judges : 
and if be. be. negligent, then they, the Commons, them- 
ſelves. may juſtly. provide them, maintain them, defend 


then 
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them againſt all that perſecute them, and may detainthe 
profits of Church-Livings . from thoſe Preachers whom 
they approve not of, all Laws, Ordinances, Statutes, 
to the contrary notwithſtandmg. ' And now 'where 
theſe or the like Do&rines obtain credit, where fo 
much power is-put into the hands of the People, what 
Church can be at Vnity long within it ſelf, what Laws 
of any effec or Validity, what Governors can be ſecure 
from the violence of the giddy-headed, changeable 
and eaſily deladed Populace ? 

Had the Apoſtles and other the firſt Preachers of the 
Goſpel advanced ſuch odious DoGtries as theſe, they 
would ſoon have brought the World about their 
Ears, and Pliny would have found ſomething elſe to 
have informed the Emperor Trajar about than their 
Honeſt mutual Engagements, their early Prayers and mn- 
ordinate Superſtition, nor would Providence have been 
concerned in defence of an armed Goſpel; ſuch dil> 
coveries were reſerved to the news lights of our times, 
who elſe would have had nothing to have recom- 
mended themſelves to 'the World 'by. . One main 
reaſon of St. Paul's ſpeaking fo much againſt diwviſzons 
and breaches. in \ithe Church of Chriſt. was, that: by 
unity and peace among themſelves Chriſtians might 
become the /e/? odmenidans td the State: For, - ſince it 
pleaſed God ſometimes, even under : Heathez Krngs 
and Emperors, to give . che- Chnrchee: peave - 01 \every 
fide, and the uninterrupted proteon-of the Laws, he 
would not have them by Scbiſms among. themlelves. 

F 2 drive 
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drive one another to a. neceſlity of  ttelpaſling upon 
thoſe. Laws: they were Protetied by; gtor.to) exaſperate 
the higher Powers ſo far as t6 reduce themſelves to 
the ſad-choice of Perfecution or: Rebellion. He' had 
giventhem a better example by his-own: Carriage to- 
ward the Fews,' when' he corild truly-plead: for him- 
{elf againſt them, that neither agairift the' Law of the 
Jews,. nor agamft. the Temple, nor againſt Ceſar, bad 
he offended any thing at all; and happy had we in this 
Nation been, had thoſe great pretenders to Holineſs 
ond Refarmation, who caus'd 'all our. wocs and mile- 
ries ſome years ſince, follow'd this .great  Apoſtle's 
pattern, brit the AG of Parliament for the obſervation 
of this Day, informs us of the impodibility of ſuch a 
thing';: Tt rells us They were @ party of wretched Mer 
deſperately wicked and hardned in their imprety, who 
bawing firſt plotted and contrived. the mine . af this 
Excellent Moxaroby, and with tt of the irze Reformed 
Religion; 10h bad been long protected by it, and flou- 
riſbed under its, found it neceſſary in order to the Cav- 
rying on their traiterous and pernicious Defigns, to throw 
down all thei bulwarks and fences. of Law, and to ſub- 
vertthe very Being und Couftitidionof Parliament, that 
fo they might at 'laft make their way open for any far- 
ther Attenrpts upon [the facred Perſon of his Majeſty 
himſelf; they - then began at the deft wil of tbe 


Church, ated to/ubverfion of the Laws,. ended 
m'an Horrid Rebellion and the Barbarons murder of 
their Sovereign. Many perhaps in thoſe black days had 


no 
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no proſpect of thole damnable Conſequences ; learn 
trom thence then the- folly of thoſe who: dare chgage 
themſelves in ſeparating and Schiſmatical Courſes, how 
God in' them puniſhes oze fin by another commonly, 
till their daymation is rrremediable ; but who could 
have ſuſpected ſuch Cruel Wolwes under their Sheeps 
clathing, who could have believed luch plauſible pre- 
tences had veil d fuch dewiliſh Treachery and Hypocri- 
fie ? or indeed who could but ſuſpect them it their 
firſt motions were but rationally ballanced ® This Na- 
tion, nor any of its Neighbours were ever bleſt with 
a Prince of more Prudence, Goodne , or Exemplary 
Piety, than Charles the firſt of FMorious Memory ; 
No "Church {ince the time of our Savioxr and his 
Apoſtles themſelves, was ever reformed to a higher 
or more Apoſtolical Purity in DoGirine or Diſcipline : 
No greater or more faithful Lights (hone in the whole 
Chriſttan world at that ttme, than the Fathers of our 
Church the Prieſts attending at God's ſacred Altar: Our 
National felicity, our plenty, riches, proſperity were the 
Envy and Wonder of all the Nations round: about 
us. . Now when men begin to cry out for Reforma+- 
tion in ſuch a jun&ure of Aﬀatrs as this, it looks like 
earneſt ſecking for a reaſon of Quarrelling ; it ar- 
gues a Caprectois and diſcontented Humour to complain 
without cauſe, and a forul Stomach to nauſeate the 
deſcending Mamna the food of bleſited Angels. When 
the Maliczous Heads of the Age had Cabal d toge- 
ther, to tender the Government as obnoxious as potit> 
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| ble, when they had made all the b#ter reflexions ima- 
ginable upon the Prelates of the Church, the Conunſel- 
bors of the State and the King himſelf their Head,when 
yy had ſearch'd the very Cabinet of their Prince and 
expos'd his moſt reſeryd Secrets tothe View of the 
World, even then all their Charges were prov'd by 
the cleareſt reaſons to be, nothing but Slanders, Ca- 
Iunnies, Lyes, andthe moſt groſs abſurdities that united 
Hell al? ever invent; How often then were the 
traiterous Swords of his ſworn Subjects lifted up againſt 
the ſacred life of their gracious Sovereign, and yet at 
that very time, Ing what charming terms did that Gen- 
tle Prince woe his ©: bborn and obdurate Rebels but 
ſcriouſly to weigh and examine the ruth of things be- 
fore it was too late | in how pathetic terms did he 
ſet before them the dangers they exposd themſelves 
to both in this and the future World by ſetting them- 
ſelves againſt the ordinance of God! How did his 
tender Soul relent for thoſe nnhappy Wretches whoſe 
zealous Tenorance hurried them to death in ſor curſed 
a Cauſe ! but alas, the hardeſt Rocks, the very Walls 
that held him @ Priſoner to his Rebels, were not more 
inſenfible than thoſe remorſeleſs Villains, who by Trea- 
fons had got the greater power, and were relolv'd to 
abnſe it to his deſtruction, for whoſe ſacred life milli- 
ons of ſuch Hell:iſh Souls had been butt9o mean a Sa- 
crifice: .Our Saviour once told Pilate, that, If his 
Kingdom bad been of this world, then his ſervants would 
have fongbt that he ſhould not have been delivered P 
the 
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the Jews, John 18.36. The Caſe was alter'd now,our Saint-like 
Rebels thought the Kingdom of Charles the Firſt, not to be of 
this World, elſe would they never have been fo unnatural to 
have fought againſt, to have condemn'd, to have murdered 
him. Fews indeed they were in wickedneſs, and labour'd 
hard to copy out Fewiſh treachery and cruelty to their Meſſiah 
the ever bleſſed Jeſus, in their falſe and Bloody Dealing with 
his Vicegerent the Anointed of the Lord. It was am ill fizht 
in the judgment of Solomon, to ſee Servants on Horſe-back 
and Princes like Servants walking upon the Earth, Feel, 10. 7: 
but how much more diſmal was the ſight to ſee, a great Mo- 
march led by a company of bruitifh Guards, as his Saviour 
had been betore; as a Sheep to the ſlaughter ; to ſee awful Mas 
je/ty appear by compulſion Len thoſe perſons his pretended 
Judges, whoſe Fathers he would have diſdain'd to have ſet with 
the Dogs of his flock ; Who. were children of fdols, yea, chil- 
dren of baſe men who were viler than the earth, as Job 30. x. 8. 
expreſſes it ; there to-hear himſelf v4/;fied and betyed by the 
impudence of a Mercenary Wretch; to hear the ſentence of 
Death pronounced upon him by thoſe who ow'd their own 
lives to the proteftion of his Laws, even then- when they: 
broke them deſperately to his raine !' But what Adamantine 
Heart but would bleed, to ſee that Sacred Head ſtruck off: 
by an execrable Villain, and ſhew'd to the Aſtoniſhed Mul- 
titude under the /caxdalous Name of the Head of a Traitor |. 
Such as this ſurely was a-throughly reforming Pradtice, well 
becoming thoſe Blood- thirſty Saints, whoſe Deviliſh atchieve-- 
ments we this day-ſadly Commemorate. Thus Feſuitiſm and” 
Separation go hand in hand, both hold ' Princes reſponſ1ble to 
their Subjetts as Superiors ;- both hold them /zable as-well as- 
ethers to Excommunication; both hold the Subjets abſolv'd from 
their ſworn Allegeance to that Prince, whom they judge an Enemy 
70 God ; both hold it /awful to oppoſe him by force of Arms ;. 
and both conclude in Murder : and I make no queſtion but the 
ſame Heaven which receiv'd St. Garnet, St. Fawx, St.Clement,. 
St. Ravilliac, and their Followers, may equally contain St. 
Gromw 
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Cromwel, Bradſhaw, Corbet, Peters, andthe reſt of that Heb 
liſh fraternity, who all dyed impenitent i» the fame damra- 
ble faith, if their own Friends bely them not. 

But the Sun 7s riſew again, God has viſited us in Mercy be- 
yond our deſerts, :and we ſee the Gracious Son of Charles the 
Martyr ſeated on the throne of his Father : May his Reign be 
proſperous and his Days many; ready has this incorrigible Na- 
tion been to run headlong again into its former woes ; Anti- 
monarchical Dottrines walk abroad again in open day ; Suſpict- 
ons and Fealoufies are reentertain'd; the buſte Separatiſts 
active to buoy up their Party, and to make an Zntereſt once 
more great enough to reverſe thoſe Laws which juſtly take 
notice of them as /Yypocritical and Seditions, rather than true 
Proteſtants : The old Steps had been ſo far traced again, that 
had not Almighty God inſpired his Yicegerent among, us with 
wiſdom from above to cruſh thoſe Ba Hlisks in their early mo- 
tions, the Kingdom, 1n all probability, had ere this been 
made an Acel-dama a field of Blood. But thanks be to God 
at laſt the Snare 7s broken and we in ſome meaſure delivered ; 
God of his mercy dire&# our Sovereign ſtill, and confound the 
ſubtle and inceſſant Devices of his Enemies ; God grant that 
we may know #n this our day the things that belong to our 
Peace, that we may ſincerely pray for ts obey our Prince, that 
we may contend earneſtly for that Faith which was once de- 
livered to the Saints ; that laying aſide all Malice and Hypo- 
crifie, we may ſerve the Lord our _—_— and the Reſtorer of 
our breaches, with fear, and rejoice before him with reverence, 
that his 5/eſing may ever reſt upon us and upon our King, for 
Feſus Chriſt's ſake; To whom with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, &c, . - 
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